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The Statistical Data and Metadata eXchange (SDMX) 

• SDMX is an initiative to foster standards for the exchange of 
statistical information. 
 

• SDMX sponsored by seven International & Supranational 
Organisations (ISOs): 
– BIS - ECB - EUROSTAT - IMF - OECD - UN - World Bank 

 
• The implementation of SDMX is supported by the United Nations 

Statistical Commission (UNSC) and the Committee for the 
Coordination of Statistical Activities (CCSA) 
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SDMX is the IT foundation of the official global Statistical 

Information System (SIS) 

• It enables to establish an industrial production process for the SIS 
among National Statistical Authorities and ISOs 
 

• It allows “computer-to-computer” interaction when new statistics 
become available 
 

• It suggests some minimum coordination on the business 
processes among ISOs driven by merits and costs 
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Vision 

• Empower an official global Statistical Information System (SIS) 
applying SDMX with harmonised data structure definitions where 
National Statistical Offices and Central Banks and International 
Organisations (IOs) publish on their websites free of charge 
comparable macroeconomic statistics and indicators in English. 

 
Objective 
• A Global Reference Database for economic and financial data 

– Model of the Principal Global Indicators website  
– Not competing with databases of IOs but complementing 

• Key to support multilateral macroeconomic surveillance and global 
financial stability: 
– Mutual Assessment Process (MAP)  
– Macroeconomic Imbalances Procedure (MIP) 
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National Statistical Authorities are at the centre 

• ultimate responsibility for providing SDMX web-based statistics, 
indicators and metadata for their country. 
 

ISOs - SDMX Sponsors 
• Develop standards with the objective to achieve comparability 

– Develop international statistical standards (SNA, BPM6) 
– harmonised reporting templates  
– Common codification for the reporting templates 
– publication standards (e.g. SDDS) 
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• The representation of statistical data in SDMX requires the 
development of a Data Structure Definition (DSD) 
 

• Global DSDs for Balance of Payments, Foreign Direct Investment 
and National Accounts have been developed to support the world-
wide technical implementation of BPM6 and SNA2008 statistical 
standards 
– BOP and FDI => Steering group from ECB Eurostat and OECD 
– National Accounts => ECB, Eurostat, IMF, OECD 

 
• Design phase completed in March.  
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• Activities for all DSD’s merged in one Ownership Group for NA, 

BOP and FDI 
– ECB, Eurostat, IMF, OECD, UN are members. BIS and IBRD follow 

 
 

• Go live in September 2014 for NA and November 2014 BOP/FDI 
DSDs 
– International data sharing task force pilot exercise 
– NA reporting to ECB, Eurostat and OECD 
– BoP/FDI reporting to ECB and Eurostat in the EU 
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• The SDMX Global Registry (SGR) is the central reference point 
and authoritative source for SDMX global data structure 
definitions (DSDs), cross-domain concepts and code lists 
(starting with BPM6 and SNA2008). 
 

• The SGR will host other SDMX data structure definitions and 
artefacts. 
 

• The SGR can be developed into a global portal for SDMX 
structural data and metadata, providing not only information 
about how statistical information is structured, but also where 
the related data can be accessed. 
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The SDMX Global Registry went live on March 26th 2014. 

https://registry.sdmx.org/home.html 
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• Governance of Global DSDs 
– Maintenance protocol with SDMX-Sponsors 
– start regular maintenance cycle in 2015 
– Yearly review for minor changes 
– More substantial adjustments for changes in methodology less frequent 

 

• Increase the number of global DSDs, if and where needed 
 

• Add proprietary DSDs (possibly) 
 

• Add in the SDMX Registry information on where the related 
statistical data can be accessed 
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Thank you for your attention. 
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