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2015 Interns’ Discussion
Working as interns at the IMF OAP

The IMF Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (OAP) provides
economist and communications internship opportunities for graduate
students every summer. To share their experiences in the OAP, the
communications and economist interns for summer 2015 held a
discussion. The topics range from their daily responsibilities, skills
acquired through the internship, to advice to future intern applicants.

Nour TAWK Nanami

S, 'Yy
Y4
o T X%

Mika AKESAKA

Economist Intern Economist TACHIKAWA
Intern Communications

PhD Candidate Intern

PhD Candidate
Graduate School
of Economics
Keio University

Graduate School
of Economics
Osaka University

Masters Student
Dept of Social
Policy, LSE

What was your motivation to apply for the position?
Nour: I'm interested in policy-oriented research. So | have always
wanted to work at an international organization such as the IMF.

Nanami: So have I, although my interest is not in economics. Hoping to
work at international organizations in the next few years, | wanted to
experience what it would be like to work at such an organization.

Your roles as economist interns are focused on research, right?

Mika: Yes. | am carrying out economic analysis on asset management
and labor supply in the ageing population in Japan. | find the research
fulfilling as my supervisor is open to my suggestions and allows me to
conduct research in my own way, from formulating research questions
to conducting analysis.

Nour: Under the supervision of the Deputy Head of Office, I'm also
conducting economic research for an IMF working paper. It is about
spillovers from Japanese unconventional monetary policy to Emerging
Asian economies. I’'m using a Global VAR model to examine spillover
effects through trade, portfolio, and foreign direct investment channels.

Are you doing it all on your own?

Nour: | was trusted with a lot of freedom with the research, and thus a
lot of responsibility. In addition to choosing the right model, | had to
procure the right data, and make it fit the model. | was limited by the
lack of reliability and unavailability of data for some countries, so |
always referred to the existing literature and the advice of economists



at the fund. It was challenging to take on large decisions, but it made
me more independent and confident.

Nanami: My basic role in the communications team is to promote
understanding of and support for the IMF through contacts with the
public. For example, | assisted in organizing events and produced a
brochure designed for the general public.

Nour: | remember you worked so hard to put the brochure together.

Nanami: Yeah, it was painstaking. At the 2015 Global Festa in Odaiba,
the OAP opened a booth and distributed the brochure. It was
rewarding to actually hear people at the booth say they better
understood about the IMF after reading the brochure. A great thing
about the communications internship in the OAP is that
communications interns get to produce something tangible like the
brochure. Actually, the novelty goods the OAP offered at the Festa
were also made by the last summer's intern.

How is the work at the IMF different from your graduate studies?

Mika: There are largely two differences. First, communication

between me and my supervisors is different. In the OAP, the door to
the economists’ offices is kept open, and | can easily seek advice and
ask them questions. Also, the approach to research at the IMF was

new compared to what I’'m accustomed to. The IMF project challenges
me to first think of policy implications and then academic contributions,
which is the other way around in my own research.

Given your great responsibilities, what kind of skills do you need to
have to work as an economist intern?

Nour: A solid background in theory is useful throughout the internship,
but what | would recommend for any economist is to have some

knowledge in programming and coding. They could help you save time
and make fast computations with your research.

Were you worried before starting the internship?

Nour: Because | rely a lot on empirical analysis, when | started my
internship, | was worried if my theoretical background would be
sufficient for the project. But later | realized, what really matters is if
you are curious and committed to the research. There are many topics
we may not be knowledgeable about. But you can always compensate
for your lack of knowledge with motivation to learn, for example,
through reading the literature and consulting with the economists.

What have you gained from the internship?

Mika: Through the internship, I've now become more conscious of
how to explain my research in an accessible manner to those without
the labor economics background. At my graduate school and academic
conferences, | had few opportunities to explain the social significance
of my research because the majority of my colleagues and audience are
familiar with the topic. At the IMF, on the other hand, working with
economists specializing in other fields, | needed to explain everything
about my work from scratch. This experience allowed me to
objectively look at both the social and academic significance of my
research and further develop my own understanding about it.

Nanami: For me, the internship has provided me with not only a
working experience at an international organization but also basic
training to work as a communications professional. By sharing her
experience and knowledge with me, my boss has equipped me with
skills to effectively develop and present messages to the audience. |
treasure these hands-on skills because | believe they are applicable and
necessary to succeed in any field of endeavor.



What do you like about the internship?

Mika: | enjoy talking with the OAP staff during breaks. As their
backgrounds are diverse, it was interesting to hear their stories. 1 like
how the economists treated me — even though I’'m not so experienced,
they treated me as a researcher.

Nour: I really enjoyed being included in meetings, conference calls and
briefings. | got to see some of the dynamics of working at the IMF. And
of course, talking and learning from all the economists at the fund was
so gratifying.

Nanami: | was fortunate to meet many inspiring individuals in the OAP.
The staff, even outside the communications team, offered me advice
and encouragement in terms of both my career and personal issues.
I’'m also glad that we’ve become good friends. As you’ve shared your
aspirations with me, you two have inspired me also to excel in what I’'m
passionate about.

Can you remind me of your career goals?

Mika: | hope to continue being involved in academic research. The
experience in the OAP has increased my confidence in taking on
challenges to become a better researcher.

Nour: My career goal is to work in policy-oriented research institutes,
such as the IMF, or the United Nations. I'd like to use my research to
contribute to the economic stability of countries and regions, especially
my region, the Middle-East.

Nanami: | hope to contribute to reproductive health, particularly in
low and middle income countries. This fall I’'m going to start working as
a management consulting analyst in Tokyo. With my analytical skills as
a consultant and knowledge in reproductive health gained through

graduate studies, | ultimately would like to be involved in formulating
policies at a leading institution in global health intervention.

Do you have anything particular that you want to share with future
intern applicants?

Nour: | would advise them not to be stressed about not having a
specific economic background for the internship, but rather to show
their determination and motivation for the research, and always try
their best with their given research. Keep your motivation high, and in
your spare time, try to get more acquainted with the topics that you
feel unfamiliar to you.

Mika: Given your own research at grad school, some of you might be
hesitant to apply for the internship due to the amount of time you will
dedicate to it. It’s also been a challenge for me to manage both my
PhD research and the IMF project. But | would recommend you apply
for the position. I'm sure you would never regret your decision; it
would only further your knowledge and career.

Nanami: Listening to the experiences of the OAP staff, I've got to think
of what it means to work globally. | believe this internship has allowed
me to take a huge step forward in my career. The OAP internship was
my second time working at an international organization. Since the
work, culture, and people are all different depending on the
organization or office, if you are interested in working for international
organizations, | would recommend that you get experiences at various
places.

This report was written by Nanami Tachikawa, who interviewed each
interns and collated their comments.
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