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FuRTHER InFoRMATIon AnD DATA

This version of the World Economic Outlook is available in full on the IMF’s website, www.imf.org. Accom-
panying it on the website is a larger compilation of data from the WEO database than is included in the 
report itself, including files containing the series most frequently requested by readers. These files may be 
downloaded for use in a variety of software packages. 

The data appearing in the World Economic Outlook are compiled by the IMF staff at the time of the WEO 
exercises. The historical data and projections are based on the information gathered by the IMF country 
desk officers in the context of their missions to IMF member countries and through their ongoing analysis 
of the evolving situation in each country. Historical data are updated on a continual basis, as more informa-
tion becomes available, and structural breaks in data are often adjusted to produce smooth series with the use 
of splicing and other techniques. IMF staff estimates continue to serve as proxies for historical series when 
complete information is unavailable. As a result, WEO data can differ from other sources with official data, 
including the IMF’s International Financial Statistics. 

The WEO data and metadata provided are “as is” and “as available,” and every effort is made to ensure, but 
not guarantee, their timeliness, accuracy, and completeness. When errors are discovered, there is a concerted 
effort to correct them as appropriate and feasible. For details on the terms and conditions for usage of the 
WEO database, please refer to the IMF Copyright and Usage website, http://www.imf.org/external/terms.htm.

Inquiries about the content of the World Economic Outlook and the WEO database should be sent by mail, 
forum, or fax (telephone inquiries cannot be accepted) to

World Economic Studies Division
Research Department

International Monetary Fund
700 19th Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20431, U.S.A. 
Forum address: www.imf.org/weoforum Fax: (202) 623-6343
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