
INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 1

Why the official statistics 
community needs StatGPT

GFSAC

MAY 15, 2025

Jim Tebrake, IMF



INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 2
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I would like some economic 

growth and inflation 

indicators for the G7 

countries
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DEMO: StatGPT

Country

Real GDP 

Growth 2024

Canada 1.3                 

France 1.1                 

Germany 0.0                 

Italy 0.7                 

Japan 0.3                 

United Kingdom 1.1                 

United States 2.8                 
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The figure using the previous prompt 

was 117.1.  The actual number in the 

October 2024 WEO is 123.256 for 

gross debt and 97.594 for net debt.



INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 8

8

What is my biggest fear with 

GenAI?

Users of official statistics will use 

GenAI out of the box to retrieve 

data because it is so easy, and the 

results look plausible (and 

therefore the AI disclaimer will be 

ignored)
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I would like debt to GDP 
indicators for the G7
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What is the Big Idea behind 

StatGPT?

Use the generative capability of AI 

to generate a query that can be 

executed against a structured 

dataset.
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Demo



INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 12



INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 13



INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 14



INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 15



INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 16



INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 17

Users face several challenges when accessing 
official statistics

No hallucinations since you are generating a 
query that you control and is executed against a 
database.

Allows the user to speak in their language.

Has multiple agents to deal with the diversity of 
user requests (query agent, knowledge agent, 
generic question agent, available datasets agent)
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