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Digital trade estimates can inform economic
policy

Trade policy: Negotiate trade agreements

All RTAs <+ RTAs with digital trade provision(s) RTAs with digital trade chapters
at the bilateral and multilateral level
Competition policy: Getting informationto |
assess the role and behaviour of large 0 |
digital firms. T I
. 5 r —" ’I‘__L//—’__
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business models.

Source: Lopez Gonzalez, J., S. Sorescu and P. Kaynak (2023), Paris,

https://doi.org/10.1787/11889f2a-en.

Preventing a growing digital divide
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A statistical framework

The second version of Handbook on measuring digital
trade jointly produced by the IMF, OECD, UN Trade and
Development and WTO was endorsed by the Statistical s @poro 8 @i
Commission (February 2024).

Handbook on

. . . “« . . Measuring
The Handbook defines digital trade as “all international Digital Trade

trade that is digitally ordered and/or delivered”.

Digitally ordered trade is equivalent to
international e-commerce using the OECD
definition.

Digitally delivered trade : all trade that is delivered
remotely over computer networks.




Overlap between digital ordered trade
and digital delivered trade

Digital ordered

trade

(goods
+ services)

Digital
Overlap delivered trade
(services)




A complete picture of digital trade is missing

. Digitally delivered services are the fastest growing
Ongoing efforts : segment of international frade

Insights on digitally delivered trade Worid, Index =100 in 2005

from WTO, on digitally ordered and
delivered trade by UN Trade and
Development

= Digitally deliverable services Goods = (ther services

OECD estimates on digitally ordered " ¢
and delivered trade using TiVA data

The aim of this work is to build on 0y
ongoing efforts to provide a more unified
vision of nature and value of digital trade.
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Source: Own calculations using COMTRADE, WTO digitally delivered services trade
dataset and WTO TISMOS.
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A stepwise approach

Digitally ordered
trade

Using information on
cross-border e-commerce
sales in ICT surveys

Using information on

trade flows

Digital trade

Digital trade = trade in
digitally deliverable
services sectors + trade in
non deliverable sectors




The OECD benchmark approach

Digitally ordered ..
g y Dlgltal trade International e-commerce
trade approach will cover

e 24 countries (scope to
expand)

* From 2010 to 2023

* 7/ sectors

International trade

approach used as a

Using information on complement (29 countries
trade flows over 2010-22)
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The two approaches point to similar trends on
average...

Digital ordered trade and digital trade as a percent of exports

== DOT- International Trade Method =% TDT- International Trade Method

== DOT- International E-commerce Method =% TDT- International E-commerce Method
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Source: OECD (2025), Deriving experimental estimates of digital trade.




... and in most countries
Digital Trade, USD billion, 2022
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Source: OECD (2025), Deriving experimental estimates of digital trade.




Digital trade has been growing in most countries

Digital Trade, USD billion
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Source: OECD (2025), Deriving experimental estimates of digital trade.




Comparison with Spanish official statistics

Million Euro ——Reported data Estimates: Int. trade =~ ——Estimates: Int. e-commerce
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Source: Author’s estimates based on data from the Spanish Statistical Office (INE)

Averaging 2016-21, the international
e-commerce approach underestimates the

official estimates by 14%, while the
international trade approach
overestimates by 14%.



https://www.ine.es/dyngs/INEbase/en/operacion.htm?c=Estadistica_C&cid=1254736176743&menu=resultados&idp=1254735576692
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Conclusion

Technical paper: Deriving experimental
estimates of digital trade

Compile a database of experimental digital
trade estimates (24 countries, 7 sectors, 2010-
23) using the international e-commerce
approach in the OECD Data Kitchen.

To complement the international e-commerce
approach, the international trade approach will
be used (which requires fewer input variables).
It encompasses 29 countries over 2010-22.

Recommendation to publish a standardised

‘digital trade module’ in ICT Access and Usage

surveys to strengthen data collection on
domestic and international e-commerce sales.

®>> P'S OECD 1
) Going Digita
8§ ] Toolkit

Start exploring by selecting an actor, database or theme

dddddddddddddd

Experi

Home Policy Dimensions Countries

OECD @ OECDAI &

Themes Data Kitchen



https://doi.org/10.1787/c7dbbc14-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/c7dbbc14-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/c7dbbc14-en
https://goingdigital.oecd.org/datakitchen/#/cover/1/toolkit/indicator/explore/en

Thank you
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ICT Access
and Usage
database
and SDBS

E-commerce turnover

International
e-commerce
turnover

International share of e-commerce :

o _ Bweb*web + Bepr * EDI
ecom
Bwep following a sigmoid function

and fgp; constant

International e-commerce approach
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Measuring digitally ordered trade

International trade approach

Export values

Digitally ordered

export values

Share of digital ordering :

e—commerce sales DO exports
~

)7:

turnover exports

SUT and
ICT
Usage
surveys
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