
René Piché 

Deputy Chief 

Statistical Information Management Division 

 Statistics Department (IMF) 

 
 

Global Conference on the G-20 Data Gaps Initiative (DGI) 
(Washington, DC, June 25–26, 2013) 

 
 
 

 

Highlights of developments and improvements to  

Principal Global Indicators since May 2011 

The views expressed herein are those of the author and should not be attributed 
to the IMF, its Executive Board, or its management. 



Outline 

 Recommendation #20:  

Communicating official statistics 

 What’s in PGI 

 What’s new since 2011 

 

 

IMF Statistics Department 
2 



Communicating official statistics 

Recommendation 20:  

 Communication of Official Statistics 

 The G-20 economies to support enhancement of 
the Principal Global Indicators (PGI) website and 
close the gaps in the availability of their national 
data. The Inter-Agency Group on Economic and 
Financial Statistics (IAG) should consider making 
longer runs of historical data available. 

Lead agency: IMF 
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PGI Overview 

 Website launched in 2009, hosted by the IMF 

 Joint undertaking of the Inter-Agency Group on 
Economic and Financial Statistics 

 Major economic indicators available at participating 
international agencies 

 Internationally comparable data for the G-20 economies, 
and 10 further economies identified as having 
systemically important financial sectors 

 Facilitate the monitoring of economic and financial 
developments 
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What’s in PGI? (1 of 4)  

 Cross-country data for the G-20 and ten non-G20 
economies with systemically important financial sectors 
for more than 40 concepts 
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What’s in PGI? (2 of 4)  

 Detailed data breakdown for country-level 
analysis 
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What’s in PGI? (3 of 4) 

 Data Mapper tool to enhance analysis through 
visualization (using geographical maps and graphs) for 
country-level and cross-country analysis 
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What’s in PGI? (4 of 4) 

Links to additional data sources (such as links to SDDS 
National Summary Data Page, central banks and national 
statistical offices websites). 
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Countries in PGI 

 G-20 economies: 

  

 Argentina  Euro Area  Italy   South Africa 

 Australia  France  Japan  South Korea 

 Brazil   Germany  Mexico  Turkey 

 Canada  India  Russia  United Kingdom 

 China, P.R. : Mainland Indonesia  Saudi Arabia  United States 

 

 Additional non G-20 economies with systemically important financial 
sectors: 

  

 Austria   Netherlands   

 Belgium   Spain  

 China, P.R.: Hong Kong  Singapore  

 Ireland   Sweden 

 Luxembourg   Switzerland  
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Addition of five new countries to PGI 
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Introduction of Sectoral Accounts data 
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 G-20 GDP volume aggregate 



 Introducing PGI external sector data on the basis of the sixth edition of 

the Balance of Payments and International Investment Position Manual 

(BPM6) 
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Introduction of Coordinated Portfolio 
Investment Survey (CPIS) data  
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Access to PGI Data (1 of 2)  
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 The PGI website is accessible through this web link: 

http://www.principalglobalindicators.org, as well as 

 IAG members’ websites. 

 The PGI dataset is also available on the iPad, iPhone, and iPod 

touch and can be accessed by using the free PGI Data Explorer 

mobile app.  

http://www.principalglobalindicators.org/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/pgi-data-explorer/id427130400?mt=8


Cross-country as well as country-specific coverage is available via PGI Data 

Explorer app with data visualization tools. 
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Access to PGI Data  
(2 of 2) 



REC 14: Adding the template on Cross-Border 
Positions of Major Sectors of the Economy (1 of 2) 

17 



REC 14: Adding the template on Cross-Border 
Positions of Major Sectors of the Economy (2 of 2)  

Combining data from 
IMF, ECB, OECD, BIS, and World Bank 
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REC 17: Towards a Standard Government Finance Statistics (GFS) – 
Data flow (1 of 2) 
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REC 17: Towards a Standard Government Finance Statistics (GFS) –– 
Improvements to fiscal sector coverage(2 of 2) 

•   45 concepts compared to about 12 in the past 

•   Combination of several sources Eurostat (GFS), IMF (GFS), OECD (PSD), World Bank 
(PSD) to close the data gaps in fiscal statistics  

•   Introduction of new concepts on PGI level (Net Debt, Direct, Indirect, Capital taxes, etc) 
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Dynamic dissemination of data received through SDMX  



Thank You 
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