World Economic and Financial Surveys

WORLD ECONOMIC OUTLOOK
September 2002

Trade and Finance

International Monetary Fund

©2002 International Monetary Fund
Production: IMF Graphics Section
Cover and Design: Luisa Menjivar-Macdonald
Figures: Theodore F. Peters, Jr.
Typesetting: Choon Lee and Joseph A. Kumar

World economic outlook (International Monetary Fund)
World economic outlook: a survey by the staff of the International
Monetary Fund.—1980– —Washington, D.C.: The Fund, 1980–
v.; 28 cm.—(1981–84: Occasional paper/International Monetary
Fund ISSN 0251-6365)
Annual.
Has occasional updates, 1984–
ISSN 0258-7440 = World economic and financial surveys
ISSN 0256-6877 = World economic outlook (Washington)
1. Economic history—1971– —Periodicals. I. International
Monetary Fund. II. Series: Occasional paper (International
Monetary Fund)
HC10.W7979

84-640155
338.5’443’09048—dc19
AACR 2 MARC-S

Library of Congress

8507

Published biannually.
ISBN 1-58906-179-9

Price: US$49.00
(US$46.00 to full-time faculty members and
students at universities and colleges)

Please send orders to:
International Monetary Fund, Publication Services
700 19th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20431, U.S.A.
Tel.: (202) 623-7430
Telefax: (202) 623-7201
E-mail: publications@imf.org
Internet: http://www.imf.org

recycled paper

CONTENTS

Assumptions and Conventions

vii

Preface

ix

Foreword

x

Chapter I. Economic Prospects and Policy Issues

1

North America: How Well Will the Recovery be Sustained?
Japan: Are Growth Prospects Picking Up at Last?
Western Europe: A Tepid Recovery So Far
Latin America: Heightened Economic and Financial Uncertainties
Emerging Markets in Asia: Consolidating the Recovery
European Union Candidates: Surprisingly Resilient, but Some Policy Pressures
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS): Persistent Dichotomy Between
Advanced and Less Advanced Reformers
Africa: Establishing the Conditions to Grow out of Poverty
Middle East: Growing Divergences This Year; Better Prospects for 2003
Appendix 1.1. Commodity Markets
References
Chapter II. Essays on Trade and Finance

How Worrisome Are External Imbalances?
How Do Industrial Country Agricultural Policies Affect Developing Countries?
Capital Structure and Corporate Performance Across Emerging Markets
References
Chapter III. Trade and Financial Integration

Increasing Integration in Recent Decades
Comparison with Earlier Historical Periods
Why Does Trade Integration Differ Across Regions?
Consequences of Trade and Financial Integration for Macroeconomic Volatility
Appendix 3.1. Definitions, Data Sources, and Country Coverage
References

21
23
25
28
36
39
45
48
54
57
64
65

65
81
92
104
108

109
114
115
127
138
140

Annex. Summing Up by the Chair

147

Statistical Appendix

153

Assumptions
Data and Conventions
Classification of Countries
General Features and Compositions of Groups in the World Economic Outlook Classification

153
153
157
157

iii

CONTENTS

List of Tables
Output (Tables 1–7)
Inflation (Tables 8–13)
Financial Policies (Tables 14–21)
Foreign Trade (Tables 22–26)
Current Account Transactions (Tables 27–32)
Balance of Payments and External Financing (Tables 33–37)
External Debt and Debt Service (Tables 38–43)
Flow of Funds (Table 44)
Medium-Term Baseline Scenario (Tables 45–46)

164
167
178
186
195
212
212
221
229
233

Boxes

1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
1.5
1.6
2.1
2.2
2.3
3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5
A.1

How Will Recent Falls in Equity Markets Affect Activity?
Market Expectations of Exchange Rate Movements
Reversal of Fortune: Productivity Growth in Europe and the United States
Brazil: The Quest to Restore Market Confidence
Where Is India in Terms of Trade Liberalization?
Foreign Direct Investment in Africa
The Global Current Account Discrepancy and Other Statistical Problems
How Have External Deficits Adjusted in the Past?
Cross-Country Determinants of Capital Structure
Using Prices to Measure Goods Market Integration
Transport Costs
Gravity Model of International Trade
Vertical Specialization in the Global Economy
Trade and Growth
Economic Policy Assumptions Underlying the Projections for
Selected Advanced Economies

5
14
18
32
40
52
70
78
98
112
116
122
128
132
154

Tables

1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
1.5
1.6
1.7
1.8
1.9
1.10
1.11

iv

Overview of the World Economic Outlook Projections
Advanced Economies: Real GDP, Consumer Prices, and Unemployment
Emerging Market Economies: Net Capital Flows
Selected Economies: Current Account Positions
Major Advanced Economies: General Government Fiscal Balances and Debt
Selected Western Hemisphere Countries: Real GDP, Consumer Prices,
and Current Account Balance
Selected Asian Countries: Real GDP, Consumer Prices, and Current
Account Balance
European Union Candidates: Real GDP, Consumer Prices,
and Current Account Balance
Commonwealth of Independent States: Real GDP, Consumer Prices,
and Current Account Balance
Selected African Countries: Real GDP, Consumer Prices,
and Current Account Balance
Selected Middle Eastern Countries: Real GDP, Consumer Prices,
and Current Account Balance

2
10
12
13
16
29
36
42
47
49
55

CONTENTS

1.12
2.1
2.2
2.3
2.4
2.5
2.6
2.7
2.8
2.9
2.10
3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5
3.6

The Impact of a $5 a Barrel, Permanent Increase in Oil Prices After a Year
Growth of Output, Domestic and External Demand, 1982–2001
Average Trend Balance on Goods and Nonfactor Services
Scenario of Higher Expected Productivity and Alternative Scenario
Where Expectations Are Overoptimistic
Welfare Effects of Industrial, Developing, and Global Agricultural Liberalization
Welfare Effects of Agricultural Liberalizations by Industrial Countries
Institutional Factors and Corporate Vulnerabilities
Macroeconomic Factors and Corporate Vulnerabilities
Sector- and Firm-Specific Factors and Corporate Vulnerabilities
Sectoral Composition by Countries
Measures of Sample Size, 1999
Rising Global Integration
Trade Openness and Saving-Investment Correlations
Undertrading in Developing Countries, 1995–99
Changes in Undertrading Over Time
Bilateral Policy Restrictiveness in Developing Countries, 1997–99
Gravity Model Estimates

59
69
75
77
85
87
96
97
101
102
103
108
111
119
120
121
121

Figures

1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
1.5
1.6
1.7
1.8
1.9
1.10
1.11
1.12
1.13
1.14
1.15
1.16
1.17
1.18
1.19
1.20
1.21
1.22
1.23
2.1

Global Indicators
Current and Forward-Looking Indicators
Developments in Mature Financial Markets
Emerging Market Financial Conditions
Global Outlook
United States: Productivity, Profitability, and Investment
Japan: Costs of Muddling Through
United States, Euro Area, and United Kingdom: Contribution
to Change in GDP Growth
Selected Western Hemisphere Countries: Exchange Rates and EMBI Yield Spreads
Selected Western Hemisphere Countries: Public Debt and Foreign
Exchange Deposits
Asia: Deteriorating Fiscal Positions
Has Asia Become A Commodity Producer?
Foreign Direct Investment and Enterprise Restructuring in Transition Economies
European Union Accession Countries: Exports and Market Share Growth
Developments in Exports, FDI, and Demand for Money in the Commonwealth
of Independent States (CIS)
Impact of Institutional Quality in Africa
Middle East: Trade Restrictions
Oil and Non-oil Price Indices
OPEC Target and Actual Production of Oil
NYMEX Oil: Implied Volatilities from Options Prices
Comparison of the Semiconductor Indices, CPU, and DRAM Indices
Recent and Projected ENSO Effects
Impulse Response Functions for an ENSO Shock
Selected External Sector Variables

1
3
4
8
9
21
24
26
30
31
37
38
43
44
46
51
56
57
58
59
61
62
63
68

v

CONTENTS

2.2
2.3
2.4
2.5
2.6
2.7

Private Sector Saving and Investment, and Public Sector Balance
Net Foreign Positions and External Financing Flows
Assets and Liabilities Positions
Adjustment of External Imbalances in Industrial Countries, 1973–2001
Composition of Producer Support Estimates (PSE)
Changes in Overall Producer Support Estimates (PSE) and
Price-based Support, 1986–2001
Welfare Effects of Agricultural Liberalization:
Industrial Versus Developing Countries
Welfare Effects of Removing Industrial Country Tariffs and Subsidies
Welfare Effects of Global Agricultural Liberalization
Welfare Effects of Agricultural Liberalization by Industrial Countries
and Per Capita Income
Total Debt to Total Assets
Regional Indicators of Corporate Fragility
Institutional Factors
Macroeconomic Factors
Complementarity of Trade and Financial Integration
Complementarity of Trade and Financial Integration Across Countries
Global Integration, 1870–1995
Why Do Developing Countries Trade Less Than Industrial Countries?
Why Does East Asia Trade More Than Other Developing Country Regions?
Factor Content of Net Exports, 1991–2000
Trade and Financial Openness Across Developing Countries, 1995–99
Trade and Financial Integration Across Developing Regions 1975–99
Frequency of External Financial Crises in Developing Countries
Output Volatility, 1975–99

90
93
94
96
97
110
111
114
125
126
127
130
131
134
136

World Economic Outlook and Staff Studies for the World Economic Outlook, Selected Topics

236

2.8
2.9
2.10
2.11
2.12
2.13
2.14
2.15
3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5
3.6
3.7
3.8
3.9
3.10

vi

69
73
74
76
82
83
84
86
88

ASSUMPTIONS AND CONVENTIONS

A number of assumptions have been adopted for the projections presented in the World Economic
Outlook. It has been assumed that real effective exchange rates will remain constant at their average levels during July 19–August 16, 2002, except for the currencies participating in the European exchange
rate mechanism II (ERM II), which are assumed to remain constant in nominal terms relative to the
euro; that established policies of national authorities will be maintained (for specific assumptions about
fiscal and monetary policies in industrial countries, see Box A1); that the average price of oil will be
$24.40 a barrel in 2002 and $24.20 a barrel in 2003, and remain unchanged in real terms over the
medium term; that the six-month London interbank offered rate (LIBOR) on U.S. dollar deposits will
average 2.1 percent in 2002 and 3.2 percent in 2003; that the three-month certificate of deposit rate in
Japan will average 0.1 percent in 2002 and 2003; and that the three-month interbank deposit rate for
the euro will average 3.4 percent in 2002 and 3.8 percent in 2003. These are, of course, working
hypotheses rather than forecasts, and the uncertainties surrounding them add to the margin of error
that would in any event be involved in the projections. The estimates and projections are based on statistical information available through early September 2002.
The following conventions have been used throughout the World Economic Outlook:
...

to indicate that data are not available or not applicable;

—

to indicate that the figure is zero or negligible;

–

between years or months (for example, 2000–2001 or January–June) to indicate the years or
months covered, including the beginning and ending years or months;

/

between years or months (for example, 2000/01) to indicate a fiscal or financial year.

“Billion” means a thousand million; “trillion” means a thousand billion.
“Basis points” refer to hundredths of 1 percentage point (for example, 25 basis points are equivalent
to !/4 of 1 percent point).
In figures and tables, shaded areas indicate IMF staff projections.
Minor discrepancies between sums of constituent figures and totals shown are due to rounding.
As used in this report, the term “country” does not in all cases refer to a territorial entity that is a
state as understood by international law and practice. As used here, the term also covers some territorial entities that are not states but for which statistical data are maintained on a separate and independent basis.
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FURTHER INFORMATION AND DATA

This report on the World Economic Outlook is available in full on the IMF’s Internet site, www.imf.org.
Accompanying it on the website is a larger compilation of data from the WEO database than in the
report itself, consisting of files containing the series most frequently requested by readers. These files
may be downloaded for use in a variety of software packages.
Inquiries about the content of the World Economic Outlook and the WEO database should be sent by
mail, electronic mail, or telefax (telephone inquiries cannot be accepted) to:
World Economic Studies Division
Research Department
International Monetary Fund
700 19th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20431, U.S.A.
E-mail: weo@imf.org
Telefax: (202) 623-6343
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PREFACE

The analysis and projections contained in the World Economic Outlook are integral elements of the
IMF’s surveillance of economic developments and policies in its member countries, developments in
international financial markets, and the global economic system. The survey of prospects and policies is
the product of a comprehensive interdepartmental review of world economic developments, which
draws primarily on information the IMF staff gathers through its consultations with member countries.
These consultations are carried out in particular by the IMF’s area departments together with the Policy
Development and Review Department, the International Capital Markets Department, the Monetary
Affairs Department, and the Fiscal Affairs Department.
The analysis in this report was coordinated in the Research Department under the general direction
of Kenneth Rogoff, Economic Counsellor and Director of Research. The project was directed by David
Robinson, Deputy Director of the Research Department, together with Tamim Bayoumi, Division Chief,
World Economic Studies Division.
Primary contributors to this report also include Luis Catão, Xavier Debrun, Hali Edison, Thomas
Helbling, Maitland MacFarlan, James Morsink, Silvia Sgherri, Marco Terrones, Stephen Tokarick, and
Cathy Wright. Augusto Clavijo, Emily Conover, Toh Kuan, and Bennett Sutton provided research assistance. Nicholas Dopuch, Mandy Hemmati, Casper Meyer, Yutong Li, Di Rao, and Anthony G. Turner
managed the data base and the computer systems. Sylvia Brescia, Viktória Kiss, and Laura Leon were
responsible for word processing. Other contributors include Anupam Basu, Andrew Berg, Peter Breuer,
Jean-Pierre Chauffour, Ximena Cheetham, Manmohan Kumar, Guy Meredith, David Parsley, Andrew
Rose, Antonio Spilimbergo, Krishna Srinivasan, and Shang-Jin Wei. Marina Primorac of the External
Relations Department edited the manuscript and coordinated production of the publication.
The analysis has benefited from comments and suggestions by staff from other IMF departments, as
well as by Executive Directors following their discussion of the report on September 3 and 4, 2002.
However, both projections and policy considerations are those of the IMF staff and should not be attributed to Executive Directors or to their national authorities.
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FOREWORD

This issue of the World Economic Outlook (WEO) contains two chapters on trade and its links with
finance. Why so much emphasis on international trade in what is, after all, a quintessentially macroeconomic publication? A narrow explanation would be that forecasts of world trade have always been a central element of the WEO. Although these forecasts tend to attract somewhat less attention than our
growth forecasts, they are absolutely fundamental to our picture of the global economy and its linkages—for example, global trade growth is a key variable we look at in assessing whether a global downturn should be judged a recession (see Box 1.1 in the April 2002 World Economic Outlook). But our real
reasons for concentrating more on trade and its links with finance run much deeper. In our view, these
linkages are inseparable, a fact that has recently come to the fore of thinking on international financial
policy.1 They are also timely issues, given renewed concern about the international debt problems facing some emerging markets that are relatively closed to trade,2 the continuing multilateral negotiations
on lowering tariff barriers under the Doha round (including the recent grant of “fast track” negotiating
authority to President Bush), and heightened concerns that prolonged exchange rate misalignments
may be exacerbating protectionist pressures in some major countries.
Much of the concern about exchange rate misalignments has focused on the U.S. current account
deficit of about 4 percent of U.S. GDP. However, as one country’s deficit is another country’s surplus, it
is best to look at this issue from a broader multilateral perspective. There is now a gap of some 2!/2 percent of global GDP between the current account surpluses of continental Europe and east Asia (dominated by the euro area and Japan, respectively) and the deficit countries, dominated by the United
States. Indeed, relative to the size of trade flows, the present nexus of current account imbalances has
risen to levels almost never seen in industrial countries in the postwar era. We do not view this as a
problem specific to deficit countries, or to surplus countries; rather, it is a problem of the system as a
whole. The first essay in Chapter II assesses the risks that these imbalances will unwind quickly, resulting in larger, and potentially disruptive, short-term exchange rate movements than if the imbalances
unwind slowly. There is no easy prescription for mitigating these risks, though these concerns
strengthen the case for policymakers in deficit countries to pursue medium-term fiscal consolidation,
and for policymakers in surplus countries to press ahead rapidly with structural reforms to make their
economies more flexible and to boost growth. Expanding global trade would also help, since the more
open economies are to trade, the less exchange rate adjustment is required to achieve a given current
account reversal.
Markets for basic agricultural commodities such as grain are often thought of as textbook examples
of highly organized competitive markets in which prices respond rapidly to divergences between
demand and supply. So it is something of a paradox that there are so many countries in which domestic
agricultural markets are among the most heavily subsidized and protected. As the second essay in
Chapter II notes, agricultural support by the industrial countries amounts to over 30 percent of agricultural output! Quantitatively, the largest burden of these subsidies falls on consumers and taxpayers in
industrialized countries, but unfortunately the effects also fall heavily on the rest of the world, including many poor countries, most notably in sub-Saharan Africa. The essay documents these costs, which
1 “Promoting Sustained Growth and International Financial Stability,” address by Horst Köhler, IMF Managing Director,
to the National Press Club, April 17, 2002.
2 See also Chapter II of the April 2002 World Economic Outlook.
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are particularly large for certain commodities such as cotton. It argues that industrial countries should
be in the vanguard of multilateral efforts to get rid of farm subsidies given the large resources at their
disposal and the small size of their farm sectors. In addition to the direct benefits, such an initiative
would promote similar reforms in developing countries. This is of particular importance as the adverse
effects of developing countries’ own trade restrictions are significantly larger than the costs imposed by
industrial country protection, not just on agriculture, but also on manufactures and services.3
The Asia crisis in 1997 and successive crises in Latin America have underlined the role of healthy corporate and bank balance sheets in maintaining financial stability. The third essay in Chapter II looks at
trends in corporate health and financial vulnerabilities across 18 emerging markets, focusing particularly on differences between east Asian firms and their emerging European and Latin American counterparts. Two results from this study are particularly noteworthy. First, policies that promote openness
to foreign investors have a positive effect in helping corporations reduce their leverage (debt to equity
ratios) and to extend the maturity of their debts. This is not to deny the heightened risks of exchange
rate mismatches, but, in terms of debt maturity and composition, openness helps rather than hurts.
Second, leverage also seems to have much to do with the level of domestic financial development. In
particular, corporations in countries at intermediate levels of financial development often have particularly high leverage ratios compared to countries with more primitive or more advanced financial systems, in part because their financial systems tend to be primarily based on bank lending and other debt
instruments. The essay suggests that a higher level of economic development may help explain why east
Asian firms still tend to have higher leverage ratios than their counterparts in emerging markets in
Europe and Latin America, even after the Asian debt crisis of the 1990s. (Another likely factor is the
increased ability of corporates to borrow in countries with more stable macroeconomic policy histories.) Past a certain point, however, as a country develops and its financial system matures, equity markets often become more important, leading to lower leverage ratios. If east Asian countries are indeed
on the cusp where further level development begins to lead to lower leverage ratios, then this differential may abate in the coming decade.
Globalization is one of the major forces affecting the world. The relationship between its two main
facets—trade integration and financial market integration—is the focus of Chapter III. Historically,
international trade and finance have generally moved hand in hand. Empirically, the two are reinforcing each other, with greater financial integration tending to increase trade, and more trade requiring
larger international financing. Indeed, the chapter finds that the benefits from opening up to the rest
of the world are greatest in terms of reduced macroeconomic volatility and fewer financial crises when
progress is made on opening to both trade and finance. Theoretically, there is also a fairly clear link. It
is now well known that a fall in trade costs can significantly expand financial market integration measured by the level of risk sharing across countries. Indeed, one can potentially explain much of the differences in the level of capital market integration across countries by trade frictions broadly defined to
include not only transport and tariffs, but also other factors such as differences in language and legal
systems.4
While a steady fall in trade costs has certainly been the driving force for global integration throughout modern history, the roots of the change have differed somewhat over time. During the last great era
of globalization, 1870–1914, integration was driven mainly by changes in technology. During the modern post–World War II era, however, policy has been at least as important. While financial and trade
integration have generally moved in broad correspondence, there have been cases where policy-driven

3Jagdish

Bhagwati, “The Poor’s Best Hope,” The Economist, June 22, 2002, pp. 24–26.
Maurice Obstfeld and Kenneth Rogoff, 2000, “The Six Major Puzzles in International Macroeconomics: Is There a
Common Cause?” NBER Macroeconomics Annual 2000 (Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press).
4See
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liberalization in financial markets has leaped ahead first, and where the supporting changes needed to
achieve trade integration never materialized. This can lead to problems, including financial crises, as
was discussed in Chapter II of the April 2002 World Economic Outlook, and as we discuss again here.
Given the importance of opening up to finance and trade, Chapter III also contains a detailed investigation of why some regions seem to trade so much more than others. Much of the analysis is based on
the so-called “gravity model” of trade, which controls for factors such as country size, distance from trading partners, and policy restrictiveness. Overall, the results suggest that while trade policy restrictiveness
is quite important in explaining the lower trading levels of developing countries compared with their
industrialized brethren, other factors, such as the level of economic development and inherited geography, turn out to be even more important. Low income per capita is central to explaining the relatively
low level of “South-South” trade; as consumers in poor countries use a relatively narrow range of products, such countries will naturally trade less with each other, even relative to income. Many countries
also suffer from the problem of geographic isolation and, in some cases, being landlocked. Indeed,
geography alone accounts for roughly 40 percent of the difference in trade levels across countries.
Trade and balance of payments restrictions, on the other hand, appear to account for between 10 and
20 percent of the shortfall in bilateral trade flows. We can conclude from this that, over the next century, we are likely to see increased globalization not only due to continued improvements in the global
transportation and communications system, and active policy measures to reduce trade restrictions, but
also simply due to further economic development. Globalization is not only a source of growth; it is a
natural outcome of it.
Kenneth Rogoff
Economic Counsellor and Director, Research Department
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