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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

As part of the IMF Statistics Department (STA)' s program to evaluate its technical
assistance (TA) and training provided to member countries, and with the support of the
Chinese authorities and the Fund’s Asia and Pacific Department (APD), a TA/training
evaluation mission visited China during March 16-20, 2009.” The objectives of the
mission were to: (1) evaluate the effectiveness of STA’s TA and training to China during the
period 2003-2008; (2) elicit China’s views on how to broaden and enhance the technical
cooperation between STA and China; (3) consider the role of the General Data
Dissemination System (GDDS) in support of China’s statistical development; and (4) discuss
TA and training priorities for the next two years.

The mission held meetings with senior officials and technical counterparts of TA and
training recipient agencies in Beijing, including the People’s Bank of China (PBC), the
China Banking Regulatory Commission (CBRC), the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS),
the Ministry of Finance (MOF), the State Administration of Foreign Exchange (SAFE), and
with the Director and other senior officials from the Joint China-IMF Training Program in
Dalian (CTP). The mission, with the assistance of the Resident Representative’s Office, also
consulted with users to exchange views on China’s macroeconomic statistics.

Based on discussions that emerged from these meetings, and on the questionnaires
completed by the agencies, the mission concluded that STA’s TA and training missions
to China were highly appreciated by all agencies; they ranked the overall usefulness of
STA’s TA and training as very useful (four agencies) and mostly useful (one agency). In
particular, all agencies ranked training/workshops as the most effective delivery mode in
meeting their needs.

The main factors contributing to the success of the TA and training programs are

(1) the strong commitment of the high-level leadership of the TA-recipient agencies to
statistical development and statistical capacity building; (2) adequate resources
allocated to the TA program by STA and the authorities; (3) high professionalism and
expertise of TA providers; and (4) effective communication and cooperation between
STA and the TA recipient agencies.

The mission recognized that although substantial progress has been achieved by the
authorities in all areas of statistics, the substantial agenda of work still remains, and the
substantial commitment of resources to the TA program is needed. To sustain the
momentum, the authorities need to address the risks to the TA program as identified by the
mission.

? The mission was conducted by Mr. Charles Enoch, Deputy Director of the Statistics Department, and
Ms. He Qi, Deputy Chief, Balance of Payments Division of the Statistics Department.



Going forward, the mission discussed with the Chinese agencies about how STA’s
future TA and training program could assist China to further enhance its statistical
capacity. The mission saw the needs to (1) shift the focus of STA’s involvement with China
from traditional TA to technical cooperation and consultation, with the authorities playing a
more prominent and contributing role in TA request, design, delivery, implementation, and
evaluation; (2) expand the forms of TA delivery to meet the needs of the authorities;

(3) look closely at concerns expressed by the users and develop a plan to address these; and
(4) develop a coordinated long-term statistical strategy for all agencies to identify areas of
priorities for TA using the GDDS as a framework, and consider subscribing to the Special
Data Dissemination Standard (SDDS) at an early date.

In the short term, the broad balance of TA and training missions should remain; STA
should continue to provide more focused and coordinated TA, including more short-term TA
missions aimed at problem solving in specific areas of statistics and more tailored training.

It is also recommended that several issues identified by the mission as noted at the end of this
report be addressed by the relevant Chinese agencies in the coming months.



I. INTRODUCTION
A. Background

1. The mission of the IMF’s Statistics Department (STA) to evaluate the technical
assistance and training to China was conducted in line with recommendations of

the 2005 report of the IMF’s Independent Evaluation Office,” which called for more
systematic approaches to assess progress on major TA activities and to identify factors
contributing to success and/or shortfalls of TA delivery and implementation. The evaluation
provides an opportunity for both TA providers and recipients to draw lessons that can inform
efforts to enhance the effectiveness of TA programs, thus providing guidance for future TA
cooperation. Much of the interaction between STA and China has been through training
rather than traditional TA, at the request of the Chinese authorities, primarily so that larger
number of officials can benefit from their interactions with IMF staff. This evaluation
therefore covers training as well as TA, and references throughout this report—except where
noted—include training when discussing TA.

2. STA has delivered a substantial amount of TA to China since it rejoined the
IMF in April 1980 to support its efforts in the reforms of its statistical system and to help the
Chinese agencies produce data using internationally accepted methodologies and practices,
both for the authorities’ use and for the IMF’s operational purposes. The largest share of this
TA was on the monetary side, with the People’s Bank of China (PBC) as principal
counterparty, but other topical areas and counterpart agencies were also covered.

STA Capacity Building: TA and Training Activities (FY 1995-2009)

(in mission count)

Topical Areas China APD Region LIC Countries
BOP and external sector statistics 19 177 159

Data dissemination 2 26 46
Government finance 10 54 104
Monetary and financial statistics 23 106 137
Multisector and other TA 17 237 291
National accounts 3 82 264
Prices 1 24 48
Grand total 75 706 1049

Note: Mission count benefitting China, APD region, and LIC countries.
Source: TIMSRP16

3 See Summing Up by the Acting Chair on the Independent Evaluation Office—Evaluation of the Technical
Assistance Provided by the Fund, Buff/05/37, 03/02/05 and Conclusions of the Task Force on IMF Technical
Assistance, SM/05/269, 10/13/2005.
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3. Over the years STA’s TA to China has played an important role in the
development of China’s statistical system. One significant positive outcome is China’s
participation in the IMF’s General Data Dissemination System (GDDS) as from April
2002, which set the stage for a new level of technical cooperation between STA and China
within the GDDS framework. The current evaluation focuses primarily on TA delivered
during the period since 2002, in part to assess progress made in China’s statistical
development under the GDDS plans for improvement.

B. Process and Modalities for the Evaluation

4. In conducting the evaluation, the mission worked closely with officials and
technical counterparts in each of the areas of macroeconomic statistics. Prior to the visit,
the mission (1) met with the Chinese authorities during the 2008 Bank/Fund Annual
Meetings to discuss the objectives of the evaluation and to seek their views and support to the
evaluation; (2) reviewed the amount, form, and topics of TA and training provided by STA
and used the available TA documents; (3) coordinated with STA TA providers, the regional
manager and the country coordinator, and solicited views of the Asia and Pacific Department
(APD); and (4) sent to each of the TA recipient agencies a questionnaire on the usefulness of,
and main lessons learned from, STA’s TA.

5. During the course of its visit, the mission (1) held evaluation meetings with senior
officials and technical counterparts of all TA recipient agencies to elicit their views on the
effectiveness of STA’s TA, and to discuss the status of implementation of major
recommendations made by STA as well as the modes of TA delivery the authorities consider
most appropriate;* (2) reviewed the questionnaires completed by the agencies; (3) met with
users to exchange views on China’s macroeconomic statistics; and (4) held a seminar on the
last day of the mission to present the mission’s findings to representatives from the agencies.

6. The report is structured as follows. Section II contains a brief overview of STA’s TA
program to China. Section III reviews STA’s TA by each of the TA-recipient agencies.
Section IV documents findings on positive factors and risks to the TA program. Section V
presents the conclusion of the evaluation and recommendations. A number of appendices
complete the report.

7. The mission would like to express its appreciation to the Chinese authorities for
the excellent hospitality, cooperation, and assistance extended to the mission. The
cooperation and dedication of the mission’s counterparts greatly facilitated the mission’s
work.

* Appendix I contains the list of officials met by the mission.
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II. BRIEF OVERVIEW OF STA’S TA PROGRAM TO CHINA

8. STA’s TA to China covers all areas of macroeconomic statistics, comprising
monetary and financial statistics, financial soundness indicators (FSIs), government finance
statistics (GFS), balance of payments statistics (BOP), and real sector statistics. In
conducting this TA, STA has worked closely with the People’s Bank of China (PBC), the
China Banking Regulatory Commission (CBRC), the Ministry of Finance (MOF), the State
Administration of Foreign Exchange (SAFE), and the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS).
At present STA is the major provider of TA in macroeconomic statistics to China, although
the OECD provides exchanges on national accounts and there is limited bilateral assistance
to the NBS.

0. Since China began participation in the GDDS in 2002, TA to China has taken a
variety of forms, including: (1) hands-on, issue-oriented short-term missions designed to
address specific areas of weakness in statistics; (2) short seminars for high-level officials on
the use of macroeconomic statistics for purposes of analysis and policy formulation based on
internationally accepted methodologies; (3) tailored training combined with on-the-job
training relating to specific practical topics; (4) participation in general training activities in
Washington DC, at the Joint China-IMF Training Program in Dalian (CTP), the Joint Vienna
Institute (JVI), and the IMF—Singapore Regional Training Institute (STI); and (5) training
courses/study visits to IMF headquarters on methodology and compilation procedures for
Chinese officials.

10. The choices of topic for TA and training derive from the Chinese authorities. The
authorities contact STA directly, or express their requests through APD or the IMF Institute,
either through meetings at the Annual and Spring Meetings, through visits of IMF missions
to China, through the Office of the IMF Executive Director for China, or by mail. The
agencies indicated that they were pleased overall with STA’s responses to their requests.

11. Training has been the dominant form of STA’s TA program to China (see
Appendix II) and was viewed by all the agencies as the most effective delivery mode in
meeting their needs. During the period of 2003-2008, more than 500 participants from China
attended training courses offered by STA at IMF headquarters, the CTP, the JVI, and the
STI. A total of 13 training courses were delivered in China covering all areas of
macroeconomic statistics.

12. Since the establishment of the CTP in 2004, STA has conducted nine training
courses at the CTP, making it the second largest training providing department following
the IMF Institute. STA’s courses are normally attended by a wide group of staff, usually
mixture of staff from headquarters and those from provinces, as well as data suppliers. The
CTP administers a formal evaluation at the end of each course. These evaluations
consistently underscore the efficacy and value of training offered by STA. Participants
expressed a high level of satisfaction with the content of the courses, the teaching techniques
employed, and the methods of delivery.
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13. Ownership of TA and training by the Chinese authorities was strong. The
authorities were very much aware of the deficiencies in their statistical systems and the IMF
was flexible to meet their requests along the lines most useful to them. Without such strong
ownership, the TA would not have been as successful.

III. TA EVALUATION BY EACH RECIPIENT AGENCY AND BY USERS

14. The mission held evaluation meetings with senior officials and technical
counterparts of all TA-recipient agencies, including the PBC, the CBRC, the NBS, the
MOF, and the SAFE. The following section documents the main discussions with these
agencies. The mission also reviewed the completed questionnaires by these agencies which
are included in Appendix III.

A. The People’s Bank of China

15. The PBC is responsible for compiling China’s monetary and financial statistics,
and together with the CBRC, Financial Soundness Indicators. The PBC reports monetary
data on a timely and regular basis to STA for publication in the International Financial
Statistics (IF'S), covering data on monetary authorities and banking institutions as well as
interest rates and share prices. China participated in the coordinated compilation exercise
(CCE) for FSIs conducted by the IMF. FSI data and metadata compiled for the CCE have
been submitted to STA. However, at the request of the authorities, this information is not
posted on IMF’s website along with that of other CCE countries.

TA delivery and outcome

16.  During the period 2003-2008 STA delivered two TA missions and conducted five
training seminars in China for officials from the PBC, the CBRC, SAFE, NBS, China
Insurance Regulatory Commission, China Securities Regulatory Commission, as well as
staff from major commercial banks that are involved in data reporting and compilation
for monetary and financial statistics.

Monetary statistics:
TA missions

17. The 2005 mission assisted the authorities in addressing methodological issues
arising from the recent developments in the financial sector that have important
implications on monetary statistics. These include newly adopted instruments, newly
established financial institutions, and the restructuring of the banking sector. Following the
mission, the authorities began reporting monetary data with improved classification of
instruments and economic sectors.

18. The 2007 mission worked on addressing methodological issues arising from
further developments in the financial sector and also focused on the implementation of
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standardized reporting forms (SRFs). Following the mission, the authorities were in a
better position to compile and report monetary data in SRFs to STA.

Training courses

19. The three training courses (2003, 2005, 2007) held in CTP were well received by
the authorities. The participants in general found the courses beneficial to their work. To
take full advantage of the courses, the size of the classes has been considerably increased to
accommodate participants from central bank headquarters (the data compilers), commercial
banks (source data providers), and other data-compiling agencies (for balance of payments,
real sector, government finance). Such a mix of background of participants benefited the
workshops and discussions of methodology during the course.

Financial Soundness Indicators:

20. The training courses on FSIs (2005, 2008) held in CTP were combined with TA
consultation to assist the authorities in completing FSI metadata for the CCE. These
were held in response to the request of the authorities and were well received.

21. In addition, a relatively new format of TA has been increasingly used for
providing TA in FSIs to China—staff visit of Chinese officials to IMF headquarters for
training and technical consultation. These visits were funded by the authorities. Two of
these (in October 2006 and December 2007) were particularly effective. Following the first
visit in 2006, the authorities submitted the first draft FSI metadata for the CCE, and
following the second visit the authorities submitted the final FSI data and metadata for the
CCE.

TA needs for the period ahead

22. While STA’s TA helped the PBC make substantial progress in monetary and
financial statistics and financial stability indicators, there are still many challenges and
gaps in meeting international standards and domestic needs. The PBC has requested
further assistance in the following areas:

o Traditional training in monetary and financial statistics.

o TA to resolve specific issues including (1) estimates of the size and key
characteristics of special purpose vehicles; (2) measurement of the overall size and
key segments of securities markets; (3) measurement of the size and characteristics of
derivatives; (4) measurement of the size and characteristics of instruments newly
introduced in China, such as banker’s acceptances; (5) harmonization between
supervisory data and data collected for statistical purposes; and (6) stress tests using
FSIs.



10

o Expansion of TA delivery forms to (1) help the PBC establish contacts with other
central banks and international organizations to exchange experiences; (2) provide
opportunities for PBC staff to work in STA for some months to obtain experience in
methodological work and learn about integrated correspondent system and the SRF,
and (3) co-organize with the PBC international conferences/seminars on important
topics in financial statistics, give presentations, and identify participants from other
countries and/or organizations.

B. The China Banking Regulatory Commission

23. The CBRC is responsible for compiling China’s FSIs in cooperation with the
PBC.

TA delivery and outcome

24. The CBRC received STA’s TA through participation in the training courses
organized by the PBC. Since 2005 13 staff from the CBRC participated in the training
program on the CCE for FSIs at CTP in Dalian; three staff participated in the training
program on the CCE for FSIs at IMF headquarters in 2007.

25. The participants found that these training programs were very useful and
helped them build up a solid foundation for their compilation work. They noted that they
not only learned the technical methods on how to compile FSIs, but also how to analyze
these data, thus helping them further ensure the effectiveness of their regulatory services.
They also appreciated the professionalism and the dedication of the lecturers.

TA needs for the period ahead

26. The CBRC would like to expand its cooperation with STA, in particular to

(1) establish direct contact with STA to exchange information; and (2) receive direct TA on
the compilation of FSIs, revision of the metadata on FSIs, and on the analysis and the use of
these data.

C. The National Bureau of Statistics

27. The NBS is responsible for compiling China’s real sector statistics, and is the
lead agency in coordinating GDDS initiatives in China.

TA-related activities
TA delivery and outcome

28. During 2003-2008, STA conducted the following main activities in cooperation
with the NBS: a TA mission on GDDS in 2003; co-hosting an international meeting on
technical cooperation in statistics in 2004; training seminars on the quarterly national
accounts in 2004 and on the use of macroeconomic statistics in 2005. STA also hosted visits
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by several NBS delegations to IMF headquarters, to discuss issues relating to the GDDS and
data dissemination and exchanges.

29. To evaluate STA’s TA program, the NBS organized a meeting attended by
former participants of STA’s training courses. The summary of the discussion was
presented to the mission at the evaluation meeting. In general, the NBS found STA’s
GDDS mission was most effective in helping China implement GDDS recommendations
and update GDDS metadata. Various training opportunities offered to NBS staff were very
useful and contributed to the capacity building in the NBS. The following specific
suggestions were made to further enhance STA’s TA program: (1) increase training
opportunities to NBS staff through more channels; (2) enhance the effectiveness of training
courses by collecting questions from participants prior to the start of the training courses and
retaining communication between participants and lecturers after the course; (3) organize
special courses for transitional economies that may face similar issues to exchange
experience; (4) provide some platforms to have dialogues with advanced countries;

(5) organize training courses in China that focus on specific subjects and issues; and

(6) provide internships for NBS statisticians to work at the IMF to get some hands-on
training and experience.

TA needs for the period ahead

30. The NBS has identified the following activities that would require STA’s
assistance: (1) training in price statistics, including service sector prices, such as real estate
and transportation. The training could be conducted through (a) a tailored training course in
China to resolve specific issues, and (b) hands-on training of NBS statisticians in advanced
countries; (2) training in national accounts: this training could be conducted through

(a) a training course on national accounts based on the System of National Accounts 2008,
and (b) a tailored seminar and a TA mission on specific topics with some case studies, such
as GDP accounting, research on supply and use methodology, and regional GDP accounting.
While STA would endeavor to respond positively to these needs, they should best be planned
as part of an overall strategy, and in conjunction with other donors as available.

GDDS initiatives in China
Progress since 2002

31. One of the positive outcomes of STA’s TA program has been China’s
participation in the GDDS, which has marked a major step forward in the development of
China’s statistical system and has produced profound positive impacts both within and
outside China. Since 2002 the GDDS has provided a framework to further develop China’s
statistical systems and helped identify TA needs and coordination with TA providers.

32. During the past six years, the Chinese agencies have made considerable progress
in improving the production and dissemination of macroeconomic data, most notably in
the following areas: (1) introduction of more features of internationally agreed
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methodologies and datasets (e.g., more use of survey techniques; inclusion of extra budgetary
items in budgetary data; expanding the coverage of financial institutions, adjusting the
classification of financial corporations, improving the “all accounts” reporting system in
monetary statistics; reform of GDP revision and release methods; and release of China’s IIP);
(2) improvement in data dissemination following the GDDS recommendations, such as
disseminating advance release calendars on several agencies’ websites; (3) wider
dissemination of statistical products, including through websites; and (4) faster and more
frequent release of several sets of data.

33. The GDDS has also been a stimulus for enhanced coordination and collaboration
among the Chinese agencies that produce and disseminate statistics. The designation of a
Deputy Commissioner of the NBS as China’s overall GDDS coordinator has ensured
strengthened coordination and collaboration at the senior level. The establishment of a
GDDS office within the NBS has helped coordinate the work on the GDDS with all the
agencies involved and with the IMF. The GDDS office also has the responsibility, among
others, to organize the annual update of the GDDS metadata and prepare the annual GDDS
development report for China.

Challenges and TA needs

34. The NBS officials noted that despite achievements made in the past years, China
still faces considerable challenges. Compared with the current GDDS recommendations and
the specifications of the SDDS, China needs to close the major gaps in the following areas:
(1) compilation of discreet quarterly GDP; (2) publication of the data template on
international reserves and foreign currency liquidity; (3) dissemination of government
finance and debt data by currency, maturity, and debt holders; (4) compilation and
dissemination of quarterly BOP data; (5) improvement of the economic classification system
following the international standards; and (6) the setting up a national summary data page.
Additionally, the lack of time series for CPI, the PPI, and the production index is of concern,
and could be addressed as further priorities.

35. It was also noted that, in the past two years, the usefulness of the GDDS
metadata was hampered by the long lags in posting GDDS updates and by limited
public awareness of the GDDS. Continued efforts are needed to ensure the currentness of
GDDS metadata for China posted on the IMF’s Dissemination Standards Bulletin Board and
on several Chinese agencies’ websites. The annual GDDS update has provided a mechanism
for updating statistical practices, reviewing progress made during the year, and for setting out
plans for statistical improvements and identifying needs for TA and training.

36. It is very important to conduct the annual update of the GDDS metadata,
including the update of the contact persons for each agency. When updating the GDDS
metadata, it is also useful to review the other methodological notes that agencies disseminate
in order to achieve consistency. The updated GDDS metadata should be announced on the
agency’s website as well in other relevant publications to alert users. It is also important to
increase users’ awareness of the GDDS metadata and make greater use of the metadata.
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China’s metadata have provided the most comprehensive description of China’s current
statistical production and dissemination practices for macroeconomic and socio-demographic
data, as well as plans for improvements and TA needs both in Chinese and English. The
detailed metadata also provide users with information necessary to assess effectively the
usefulness of the data for their own particular purpose. The usefulness of the GDDS metadata
could be further enhanced by their wide and timely dissemination through various channels.

37. Going forward, the GDDS can be used as a stepping stone towards the SDDS as
China makes progress to meet the requirements of this higher standard. The NBS has
indicated that it will include the subscription to the SDDS in its statistical development plan
for the next eight years. It also indicated that it would need training in techniques of data
dissemination. STA would be more than happy to provide training and assistance in these
areas, and continues to stress that China should aim to subscribe to the SDDS well within the
eight-year timeframe. At this point China is one of only two non-SDDS subscribers in the
G-20, but could be well placed to move into the G-20 mainstream by achieving rapid SDDS
subscription.

D. The Ministry of Finance

38. The MOF is responsible for compiling China’s government finance statistics
(GFS). It reports annual data covering, primarily, the budgetary central government and local
government sectors, compiled on a cash basis.

TA delivery and outcome

39. STA conducted one TA mission in 2005 and two GFS courses for MOF staff in
China in 2003 and 2008, respectively. The 2005 mission helped familiarize MOF officials
with the GFS methodology and constructed a bridge table to convert MOF data to GFS
tables. The two courses provided GFS training to MOF officials representing the central
administration in Beijing as well as each of the provincial and major municipal offices.

40. The MOF officials indicated that STA’s TA program contributed to the
development of China’s GFS. In particular, the training helped MOF officials understand
the GFS methodology, improve data quality and facilitate international comparison of fiscal
data, thus helping them achieve the goal of more closely aligning China’s fiscal data with
international standards. They indicated that the 2008 course helped them address several
outstanding data classification and compilation issues. As a result, there were improvements
in the annual data reported to STA for publication in the 2008 GF'S Yearbook. STA’s TA also
helped MOF officials understand the international practice of classification of government
expenses, thus helping them establish and improve the classification system in China. With
the assistance of the IMF, MOF implemented a new classification system of government
revenues and expenditures in 2007 and increased transparency and dissemination of fiscal
data.
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TA needs for the period ahead

41. The MOF’s TA needs cover the following three areas: (1) TA in GFS and debt
statistics to help MOF officials further improve the GFS and debt management systems to
meet the public’s needs for fiscal data and the government’s needs for macroeconomic
analysis; (2) TA in enhancing the management of government fiscal data, including
providing information on working processes, management methods, and experience of
developed or developing countries in fiscal data production and publication; and (3) TA in
the government accrual-based accounting management system. With the implementation of
the new GFS classification system, the MOF needs to set up a new government fiscal
reporting system. TA can help MOF officials study the feasibility of introducing an
accrual-based accounting system in China and understand the practices and experience of
other countries.

42. An early priority could be training on introducing the GFS Manual 2001 and the
practice and successful experience of other countries. In line with the request of the MOF,
STA could also provide a list of experts in fiscal data management and help establish
contacts with other countries to exchange information and share experience.

E. The State Administration of Foreign Exchange

43. SAFE is responsible for compiling China’s external sector statistics. Balance of
payments and international investment position (IIP) data compiled largely in accordance
with the fifth edition of the Balance of Payments Manual (BPMY5) are reported to STA
annually.

TA delivery and outcome

STA has provided extensive TA for China to improve BOP and IIP statistics.

o In April 2005, an IIP TA mission conducted a seminar on the importance and
usefulness of the [P, and met with compilers to provide detailed technical advice on
specific issues related to the compilation of China’s IIP. Further, TA was provided by
STA directly from headquarters and in May 2006 China published its first IIP
statement, a key development in China’s external sector statistics.

J In August 2005, STA conducted a course on external debt statistics. There was active
participation by SAFE officials; the seminar facilitated the compilation of external
debt data for the IIP.

o In June 2006, at the request of the authorities, STA conducted a specialized seminar

on Cross-border Stocks and Flows. This seminar was aimed at strengthening BOP
and IIP data, particularly for the banking sector. Experience of other countries’
compilation practices and statistical legal structures was also provided by the
lecturers.
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. In June 2007, STA conducted a Balance of Payments and IIP course.

o In April 2008, STA conducted a one-week seminar on the draft Balance of Payments
Manual, six Edition (BPM6).

44. Overall, SAFE officials highly appreciated STA’s TA and noted that it
contributed significantly to the development of China’s external sector statistics. In
particular, SAFE officials considered STA’s training activities very effective in the following
aspects: (1) the lecturers from STA are very knowledgeable and professional; (2) the large
number of staff able to participate, representing officials from headquarters, local branches,
and data suppliers from other government agencies, met SAFE’s training needs; (3) the
contents of the courses are very comprehensive; (4) the teaching methods are very helpful;
and (5) the length of the seminar/course is appropriate; i.e., one week for a special topic
seminar and two weeks for a traditional training course.

TA needs for the period ahead

45. At present the SAFE is working on several projects to further improve its
balance of payments statistics, which include the release of quarterly BOP, the revision of
BOP reporting regulations, and the enhancement of reporting arrangements through the
internet. STA’s assistance is requested in these areas.

46. SAFE officials suggested that STA cooperate with the SAFE in a number of
areas, including: (1) conduct a traditional large-scale training course on the major changes
in BPM6, (2) host in China an international seminar regarding the survey of transportation,
insurance, and tourist items, with a view to helping China establish and improve the sample
survey system for collecting information on transportation, insurance, and tourist services;
(3) provide TA on collecting financial data, including financial derivatives from the financial
sector; (4) conduct a seminar on the use and analysis of macroeconomic statistics and on
monitoring capital inflows and outflows; and (5) provide TA on including external debt
denominated in Chinese Yuan in the external debt statistics.

47. On the forms of TA, SAFE officials suggested that in addition to the existing TA
and joint training programs STA expand its forms of TA. In particular SAFE suggested
that STA: (1) arrange for staff members from SAFE to work in STA for a short period,

(2) use its international status and contacts to help SAFE establish contacts and
communications with government agencies of other countries and with other international
organizations, including to carry out short-term staff exchanges; (3) help arrange study tours
to countries with relevant experience and expertise; and (4) assist SAFE to host joint
seminars with statistical experts of other countries. In this regard, China indicated its
willingness to host the 2009 BOP Committee Meeting.
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F. Views from Users

48. The mission met with a group of users from academia, media, international
organizations, and financial sector analysts to exchange views on China’s
macroeconomic statistics. The users noted that China’s statistics have improved over the
years, and meet their basic needs for data. However they observed that the following factors
hamper the usefulness of the data: (1) limited focus on usability and accessibility of data by
statistical agencies; (2) a lack of credibility of statistics due to the absence of any explanation
of apparent inconsistencies in certain data sets; (3) a lack of explanatory notes accompanying
the released data and revised data; (4) a lack of contact information on agencies’ websites for
responding to users’ questions; (5) long lags in releasing certain sets of data; and (6) the low
frequency for certain sets of data, such as national accounts and BOP. The mission urges the
Chinese agencies to put priority in addressing these issues. Indeed, they could usefully be
included as specific elements of the agencies’ development plans. They relate closely to
central elements in STA’s Data Quality Assessment Framework, and the mission considers
that addressing them forcefully would be well within the capacity of the Chinese agencies
and could lead to significant enhancement in the standing of the agencies among the public.

IV. COMMON FINDINGS: POSITIVE FACTORS AND RISKS TO THE TA PROGRAM

49.  Based on discussions in the meetings with all five TA-recipient agencies, and on
the questionnaires completed by these agencies, the mission found that STA’s TA
program to China was highly appreciated by all agencies; they ranked the overall
usefulness of STA’s TA as very useful (four agencies) and mostly useful (one agency). All
agencies ranked training/workshops as the most effective delivery mode in meeting their
needs.

50. It is the mission’s view that a number of factors contribute to the success of
STA’s TA program. These include: (1) the strong commitment of the high-level leadership
of the TA-recipient agencies to statistical development and statistical capacity building;

(2) adequate resources allocated to the TA program by STA and the authorities; (3) the high
professionalism and expertise of TA providers; and (4) effective communication and
cooperation between STA and the TA-recipient agencies.

51. The mission also identified a number of risk factors that have hampered and
could hamper the effectiveness of the TA program.

o Training related issues: (1) rapid turnover amongst training recipients; (2) expertise
spread too thinly, i.e., training needs to reach more people, especially outside the head
office in Beijing; (3) lack of availability of assistance outside IMF’s core areas;

(4) the IMF’s new charging regime, which may lead to a fall-off in demand for TA
including training, in particular for the NBS which may be more constrained in its
activities than are the other agencies; (5) the cost of operating the CTP at Dalian,
especially as regards training involving the NBS; and (6) language and associated
interpretation difficulties.
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Institutional issues: (1) the decentralized nature of responsibility for statistics, with
limited coordination, in particular with the provinces; the mixed incentives in the
production of statistics in the provinces; (2) the legacy of past laws, e.g., components
of certain indexes not disclosed—which do not reflect the paradigm towards
transparency; (3) the lack of resources to implement statistical improvements; and
(4) the ad hoc approach to statistical development with a limited use of the GDDS as
a framework.

Data quality issues: (1) limited focus on the usability and accessibility of data;
(2) a lack of credibility of statistics due to the lack of explanation for apparent
inconsistencies in certain data sets; and (3) the delay in posting of GDDS metadata.

V. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Given the findings of the missions and the comments received from all TA-recipient

agencies and users, the conclusions and recommendations that can be drawn from the
evaluation are:

Overall, substantial progress has been achieved by the authorities in all areas of
macroeconomic statistics in recent years and STA’s TA program has
contributed significantly to this progress. However, much remains to be done to
address the data weaknesses, which still hamper economic analysis, policy
formulation, and monitoring. Users comment on issues of accessibility and
consistency, as well as long lags on some data series. The importance of China for the
world economy and its receptiveness to STA’s TA program indicate that TA for
China should remain a priority and that a substantial commitment of resources is
needed both from STA and from the authorities.

The focus of STA’s involvement with China should be shifted from traditional
TA to technical cooperation and consultation, with the authorities increasingly
involved in TA design, delivery, implementation, and evaluation. Such an approach
also recognizes China’s capacity and willingness to contribute to STA’s overall TA
programs with its member countries. Throughout the region and more widely the
authorities’ decision to host the 2009 meeting of the IMF’s Balance of Payments
Committee is a good example of technical cooperation between STA and China.

STA’s TA delivery modalities could be expanded to meet the needs of the
authorities and to reflect STA’s unique role in formulating statistical
methodologies and standards, in fostering the dissemination of data, and in
having contacts and information exchanges with all member countries. The
following forms of assistance may be of interest for the Chinese agencies:

(1) sending staff members to work in STA for a short period; (2) establishing contacts
and communications with government agencies of other countries and with other
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international organizations to carry out information and short-term staff exchanges;
(3) arranging study tours to countries with relevant experience and expertise; and
(4) hosting joint seminars with statistical experts of other countries and international
organizations.

Rapid turnover of staff has been raised by recipient institutions as a justification
for more TA. The various agencies should develop strategies to build up capacity,
including retraining sufficient staff in key functions so that expertise can be retained
and effectively passed on.

Going forward, a coordinated long-term statistical strategy for all agencies is
needed to identify areas of priorities for TA. The authorities should continue to use
the GDDS as a framework for statistical development, while at the same time
considering planning to subscribe to the SDDS. The recently-approved enhancement
of the GDDS, which complements the traditional focus on metadata with a new
emphasis on data dissemination, will be helpful in this regard. Graduating to the
SDDS at an early date would be a natural follow-up to the GDDS work and would be
commensurate with China’s role in the world economy (at present China is one of the
only two G-20 countries that have not yet subscribed to the SDDS). The SDDS
provides an overall framework to establish best statistical practices for timeliness,
frequency, coverage, with focus on dissemination. Subscription would also aid
policymakers, since better and more transparent statistics improve policymaking and
increase the credibility of policies. Similarly, the authorities could consider requesting
STA’s assistance in preparing a data module on the Report on the Observance of
Standards and Codes, which would provide a full diagnostic of the state of statistics,
hence providing a framework for statistical development and TA.

The new IMF TA charging regime, due to take effect in January 2010, could raise
issues for some of the recipient agencies, in particular the NBS. It would be worth
examining the modalities of the new regime in advance, so that issues (for instance
budgetary or procurement) can be resolved in a timely manner, and the Fund is able
to continue to provide the needed TA and training to all the recipient agencies.

For the short term, the broad balance of TA and training missions should
remain, given that STA’s TA program is much appreciated and identifiable benefits
have been achieved. Nonetheless, in line with suggestions from the Chinese agencies,
training activities can be refined by (1) giving increased focus to specialized topics,
with fewer courses on longer and broad general methodology; (2) establishing
contacts between lecturers and participants before training to help identify particular
issues of interest; (3) keeping a sufficient part of the schedule of the training courses
for interactions and addressing special topics; (4) retaining communication between
participants and lecturers after the course; (5) training the Chinese agencies’ trainers,
and having more integration of STA’s training with in-house training by the Chinese
agencies, so that the basic training can increasingly be conducted internally; and
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(6) developing more explicit monitorable outcomes for TA and training activities, and
analyzing the results.

Several issues identified by the mission could be addressed by the agencies in the
coming months: (1) clarify the priority areas; these may include (a) broadening
monetary statistics to include new instruments and institutions, e.g., derivatives,
special purpose vehicles, which would be important for addressing issues in the
present financial turmoil; (b) discrete quarterly constant price GDP on the
expenditure side; (¢) quarterly balance of payments; and (d) including general
government and classification of expenditures in assessments of China’s stimulus
package, and improving the timeliness of government finance statistics;

(2) responding and paying increased attention to the needs of users, who are looking
for time series, consistency, timeliness, and explanations of differences as noted in
the report; (3) developing and explaining revisions policy—critical in order to
improve timeliness and enhance credibility; (4) increasing the use of websites and
hyperlinks to disseminate statistics and keeping the GDDS metadata current;

(5) continuing efforts in participating in major statistical initiatives, e.g. the
coordinated direct investment survey and the CCE for FSIs; and (6) developing a
strategy to handle the IMF’s proposed new charging regime.
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Appendix [—List of Officials Met by the Mission
The People’s Bank of China

Department of Statistics and Analysis

Ms. Ruan Jianhong, Deputy Director-General
Mr. Cai Hongyuan, Director

Ms. Yue Dan, Section Chief

Ms. Ji Qian, Deputy Section Chief

International Department

Mr. Jin Zhongxia, Deputy Director-General

Ms. Zhao Xianfeng, Director

Ms. Yang Lan, PBC’s coordinator for the evaluation mission

China Banking Regulatory Commission

International Department
Mr. Han Mingzhi, Director-General

Statistics Department

Mr. Liu Chunhang, Director-General

Mr. Miao Yufeng, Deputy Director-General
Mr. Liu Zhiqing, Director

Ms. Yan Jiao, Section Chief

National Bureau of Statistics

Department of International Cooperation
Mr. Chen Quangen, Counselor
Ms. Liu Chongxiao, Assistant Consultant

Department of Urban, Social and Economic Surveys
Mr. Pang Xiaolin, Deputy Director-General

Department of Comprehensive Statistics
Mr. Zhang Peng, Associate Counselor
Mr. Lin Jingxing, Division Chief

Department of National Accounts
Ms. Liu Huiping, Director
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Ministry of Finance

Policy and Planning Department

Mr. Wang Yida, Deputy Director-General
Ms. Zhou Xiaohui, Deputy Director

Mr. Wang Mingrong, staff member

State Administration of Foreign Exchange
Mr. Wang Xiaoyi, Deputy Administrator

Balance of Payments Department

Mr. Guan Tao, Acting Director-General
Ms. Fang Wen, Deputy Director-General
Mr. Chen Zhiwei, Deputy Director

Ms. Han Jian, Deputy Director

Capital Account Management Department
Ms. Zhou Haiwen, Section Chief

Human Resources Department
Ms. Han Hongmei, Director-General

Joint China-IMF Training Program in Dalian
Mr. Li Yanjun, Director-General

Mr. Liu Pengpeng, Deputy Director-General
Ms. Li Hongyan, Director for Training



Appendix II—Technical Assistance and Training Missions Delivered During 2003-2008

Dates

Mission Members

Recipient Agency

Topic
Monetary and Financial Statistics”:
T4:
1.  Monetary and Financial Statistics
Monetary and Financial Statistics: Report
Monetary Data Through SRFs
Training:

1. Monetary and Financial Statistics
. Monetary and Financial Statistics (CTP)

3. Workshop on Coordinated Compilation
Exercise for Financial Soundness Indicators
(CTP)

4. Course on Monetary and Financial Statistics
(CTP)

5. Workshop on Coordinated
Compilation Exercise for Financial
Soundness Indicators (CTP)

02/17 - 03/02/2005
08/02 - 08/15/2007

11/24 - 12/12/2003
09/12 - 09/30/2005
11/07 - 11/11/2005
10/15 - 11/02/2007

09/15 - 09/26/2008

Zhao, Xiu-zhen
Zhao, Xiu-zhen

Zhao, Xiu-zhen; Pierre Papadacci
Zhao, Xiu-zhen; Florina Tanase,
Andreas Georgiou; Zhao, Xiu-zhen

Zhao Xiu-zhen; Ewe-Ghee Lim

Andreas Georgiou; Zhao, Xiu-zhen

People’s Bank of China (PBC)
PBC

PBC

PBC

PBC/ China Banking Regulatory
Commission (CBRC)

PBC

PBC/CBRC

Balance of Payments Statistics:
TA:
1. Balance of Payments - ITIP
Training:
1. Course on External Debt Statistics (CTP)

04/17 - 04/23/2005

08/07 - 08/19/2005

Robert Heath; Colleen Cardillo

He, Qi; Eduardo Valdivia-Velarde

State Administration of Foreign
Exchange (SAFE)
SAFE

(44

> Additional two TA/training events took place at IMF headquarters: (1) visit by 6 PBC/CBRC staff to STA in Washington during October 12-16, 2006 for TA
consultation on compilation of Financial Soundness Indicators (FSIs) for the Coordinated Compilation Exercise (CCE) and (2) visit by 31 PBC/CBRC staff to STA in
Washington during December 10-21, 2007 for a training course on FSIs and TA consultation on the CCE.



Topic Dates Mission Members Recipient Agency

2. Banking Statistics on Cross Border Flows: 06/26 - 06/30/2006 Robert Heath; Colleen Cardillo; SAFE
Compilation and Monitoring (CTP) Philippe Mesney (BZS)
3. Balance of Payments Statistics (CTP) 06/18 - 07/06/2007 He, Qi; Jean Galand; Paul SAFE
Mahoney
4. BPMG6 Training with BOP Compilers from 04/20 - 04/25/2008 Ralph Kozlow; He, Qi SAFE

Head Office and Local Offices

Government Finance Statistics:

1. Government Finance Statistics 01/10 - 01/24/2005 | Paul Shevchenko Ministry of Finance (MOF)
Training: . . .
1. Government Finance Statistics Course 09/15 - 09/26/2003 Paul Shevchenko; Vincent Marie Ministry of Finance
2. Government Finance Statistics Compilation Ministry of Finance
Course (CTP) 09/01 - 09/12/2008 Gary Jones; Anne Kester Y
National Accounts:
IA:
Training:
1. Quarterly National Accounts Statistics 09/13 - 09/24/2004 Adriaan Bloem; Russel Freeman,; National Bureau of Statistics
Course Michael Silver (NBS)
Others:
TA:
1. GDDS/TA 12/08 - 12/16/2003 Carol Carson; He, Qi; Zhao, Xiu- National Bureau of
zhen; Derek Blades Stat.istics
2. Labor Statistics Review 11/20 - 11/24/2006 | Richard Phillips National Bureau of
Statistics
Training:
1. High-Level Seminar on the Use of 1/25 -2/1/05 Carol Carson; He, Qi; Anthony PBC, NBS, MOF and SAFE
Macroeconomic Statistics for Policy Pellechio

Analysis and Decision Making (CTP)

154
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Appendix III—Responses to Questionnaires
A. Response from the PBC
CHINA - TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE EVALUATION VISIT
(March 16-20, 2009)
QUESTIONNAIRE: [Financial Sector Statistics]

I. Contact Information
1. Responsible Agency: The People’s Bank of China

2. Name of Official Completing the Questionnaire: Mr. CAI Hongyuan

3. Title/designation: Director, Monetary Statistics Division, Department of Statistics and
Analysis

II. Experiences with Technical Assistance

4. Technical assistance and training missions from the IMF’s Statistics Department to China
are listed in attached table. How would you describe the overall usefulness of these missions
to your agency?

Very useful v

Mostly useful
Somewhat useful
Hardly useful
5. Please provide your views on the following aspects of the technical assistance
e — | 8
Dol g £ 5 | Comments
g5 8| 3|2
n < < | Z | A
Areas of technical assistance work responded N
to your priority.
Because of China’s
special circumstances
and restrictions posed
Recommendations of the mission and time N by some regulations,
frame for implementation (e.g. Action Plan) it’s difficult to
implement the
recommendations
raised by Action Plan.
The structure, length, and content of mission N
reports are appropriate for your need.
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Technical assistance mission provided applied, N
hands-on training in areas being addressed.

Technical assistance facilitated your country’s

participation in GDDS or subscription to \
SDDS.
Technical assistance facilitated your policy N

analysis, formulation, and monitoring.

Technical assistance facilitated the

dissemination (publication) of more and better \
quality statistics.

Technical assistance resulted in improved data N
dissemination practices.

Technical assistance facilitated regular data N

provision to IMF area departments.

Technical assistance facilitated regular data

provision for publication in /FS and other \
publications.

Technical assistance facilitated national

authorities’ coordination and interaction with \

other donors.

6. Rank delivery mode that was more effective in meeting technical assistance needs
Short (two-week) mission/visit 2

Training/workshops 1

(at IMF headquarters and Regional Centers)
Resident expert 3

Other

Part III. Additional Comments
(Please use additional page if needed)

7. If further technical assistance is needed, what are the goals to be achieved by future
technical assistance?

The following topics are to be pushed forward by future technical assistance: 1) statistics and
valuation on financial derivatives and SPV; 2) statistics on financial flows; 3) data quality
and data revision policy; 4) improvement of the compilation of financial soundness
indicators; 5) classification of financial instruments and standardization work.

8. What criteria would you suggest to be used to assess progress toward the stated goals?

1) Establishing the statistics on financial derivatives and SPV; 2) Preliminary compilation of
flow statistics; 3) setting the procedures for data quality control and disseminating data
revision policy; 4) coordinating and cooperating with related departments for the compilation
of FSIs; 5) establishing and disseminating the classification standards of financial institutions
and financial instruments.
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9. How will future technical assistance contribute to achieving the stated goals?

We wish that: 1) visits or internships at IMF are to be organized; 2) short-term trainings are
provided to introduce international experiences; 3) assistances are provided to organize short-
term study tours to other central banks or international organizations; 4) assistances are
provided to invite statistic specialists from other countries to attend the discussion
conferences with the topics specified above.
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B. Response from the CBRC

CHINA - TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE EVALUATION VISIT
(March 16-20 2009)

QUESTIONNAIRE: [Financial Soundness Indicators]

I. Contact Information

1. Responsible Agency: China Banking Regulatory Commission (CBRC)

2. Name of Official Completing the Questionnaire: YAN JIAO

3. Title/designation: Section Chief of Statistics Division I

II. Experiences with Technical Assistance

4. Technical assistance and training missions from the IMF’s Statistics Department to
China are listed in attached table. How would you describe the overall usefulness of these
missions to your agency? (Check one)

Very useful v
Mostly useful
Somewhat useful
Hardly useful
5. Please provide your views on the following aspects of the technical assistance:

Q
D]
=
& Comments
> — 8 | (Please use
& o | & | & . .
s o | € | & |additional page if
) A
2 < | Z | A | needed)
Areas of technical assistance work responded to |

your priority need.

Recommendations of the mission(s) and time N
frame for implementation (e.g., Action Plan)
were discussed and agreed with the authorities.

The structure, length, and content of mission N
reports are appropriate for your needs.

Technical assistance mission(s) provided N
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applied, hands-on training in areas being
addressed.

Technical assistance facilitated your country’s N CBRC doesn’t
participation in GDDS or subscription to SDDS. participate in
China’s GDDS
compilation

Technical assistance facilitated your policy N
analysis, formulation, and monitoring.

Technical assistance facilitated the dissemination | V
(publication) of more and better quality
statistics.

Technical assistance resulted in improved data N
dissemination practices.

Technical assistance facilitated regular data N
provision to IMF area departments.

Technical assistance facilitated regular data N
provision for publication in /F'S and other
publications.

Technical assistance facilitated national N
authorities’ coordination and interaction with
other donors.

6. Rank delivery mode that was most effective in meeting technical assistance needs:

Short (two-week) mission/visit
Training/workshops V

(at IMF headquarters

and Regional Centers)
Resident expert
Other

Part I1I. Additional Comments
(Please use additional page if needed)

7. If further technical assistance is needed, what are the goals to be achieved by future
technical assistance?

For our point, the future technical assistance has to pay more attention to the practice,
especial for the use and analysis of FSIs.

8. What criteria would you suggest to be used to assess progress toward the stated
goals?

Short but deep. The TA may have one topic one time, but have deep dialogue and
explanation.
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0. How will future technical assistance contribute to achieving the stated goals?
I think the future TA will do a lot to achieve the stated goals.
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C. Response from the NBS

CHINA - TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE EVALUATION VISIT
(March 16-20, 2009)

QUESTIONNAIRE: [Real Sector Statistics]

I. Contact Information

1. Responsible Agency: National Bureau of Statistics of China

2. Name of Official Completing the Questionnaire: Liu Chongxiao

3. Title/designation: Program Officer, Department of International Cooperation

II. Experiences with Technical Assistance

4. Technical assistance and training missions from the IMF’s Statistics Department to
China are listed in attached table. How would you describe the overall usefulness of these
missions to your agency? (Check one)

Very useful
Mostly useful X
Somewhat useful
Hardly useful
5. Please provide your views on the following aspects of the technical assistance:

Q
D]
=
& Comments
> — 8 | (Please use
50 o | B | & . .
s o | € | & |additional page if
) A
2 < | Z | A | needed)
Areas of technical assistance work responded to | X
your priority need.
Recommendations of the mission(s) and time X

frame for implementation (e.g., Action Plan)
were discussed and agreed with the authorities.

The structure, length, and content of mission X
reports are appropriate for your needs.

Technical assistance mission(s) provided X
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applied, hands-on training in areas being
addressed.

Technical assistance facilitated your country’s X
participation in GDDS or subscription to SDDS.

Technical assistance facilitated your policy X
analysis, formulation, and monitoring.

Technical assistance facilitated the dissemination | X
(publication) of more and better quality
statistics.

Technical assistance resulted in improved data X
dissemination practices.

Technical assistance facilitated regular data X
provision to IMF area departments.

Technical assistance facilitated regular data X
provision for publication in /FS and other
publications.

Technical assistance facilitated national X

authorities’ coordination and interaction with
other donors.

6. Rank delivery mode that was most effective in meeting technical assistance needs:
Short (two-week) mission/visit 2
Training/workshops 1
(at IMF headquarters
and Regional Centers)
Resident expert
Other

Part III. Additional Comments
(Please use additional page if needed)

7. If further technical assistance is needed, what are the goals to be achieved by future
technical assistance?

a. To help establish statistical system in service sector prices, such as real estate,
transportation;

b. To help further improve the national accounts.

8. What criteria would you suggest to be used to assess progress toward the stated
goals?
The work and the result or influence of the work.

0. How will future technical assistance contribute to achieving the stated goals?
a. Attend IMF courses on the related subjects;




32

b. Invite international experts to NBS for consultancy;

c. Establish some other kinds of platform to facilitate information communication;

d. IMF helps NBS to send statisticians with rich experience to international
organizations or advanced countries to work for 1-3 months.



33

D. Response from the MOF
CHINA - TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE EVALUATION VISIT
(March 16-20, 2009)

QUESTIONNAIRE: [Government Finance Statistics]

1. Contact Information

1. Responsible Agency: Ministry of Finance

2. Name of Official Completing the Questionnaire: Zhao Qian

3. Title/designation: Section Chief

II. Experiences with Technical Assistance

4. Technical assistance and training missions from the IMF’s Statistics Department to

China are listed in attached table. How would you describe the overall usefulness of these
missions to your agency? (Check one)

Very useful V
Mostly useful
Somewhat useful
Hardly useful
5. Please provide your views on the following aspects of the technical assistance:
2
& Comments
> — 8 | (Please use
%D S g & | additional page if
2 22 | & | needed)
Areas of technical assistance work responded to |

your priority need.

Recommendations of the mission(s) and time N
frame for implementation (e.g., Action Plan)
were discussed and agreed with the authorities.

The structure, length, and content of mission N
reports are appropriate for your needs.

Technical assistance mission(s) provided N
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applied, hands-on training in areas being
addressed.

Technical assistance facilitated your country’s N
participation in GDDS or subscription to SDDS.

Technical assistance facilitated your policy N
analysis, formulation, and monitoring.

Technical assistance facilitated the dissemination | v
(publication) of more and better quality
statistics.

Technical assistance resulted in improved data N
dissemination practices.

Technical assistance facilitated regular data N
provision to IMF area departments.

Technical assistance facilitated regular data N
provision for publication in /FS and other
publications.

Technical assistance facilitated national N
authorities’ coordination and interaction with
other donors.

6. Rank delivery mode that was most effective in meeting technical assistance needs:
Short (two week) mission/visit 2
Training/workshops 1
(at IMF headquarters
and Regional Centers)
Resident expert 3
Other 4

Part III. Additional Comments
(Please use additional page if needed)

7. If further technical assistance is needed, what are the goals to be achieved by future
technical assistance?

To facilitate the fiscal data (GFS) dissemination.
To improve the data quality further.

8. What criteria would you suggest to be used to assess progress toward the stated
goals?

Scope of published data, accounting system used in compiling data, timeliness and
periodicity of data.
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0. How will future technical assistance contribute to achieving the stated goals?

Training or workshops.
Short mission.
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E. Response from the SAFE

CHINA - TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE EVALUATION VISIT
(March 16-20, 2009)

QUESTIONNAIRE: [External Sector Statistics]

I. Contact Information

1. Responsible Agency: _State Administration of Foreign Exchange P.R.C.

2. Name of Official Completing the Questionnaire: Ma Yujuan
3. Title/designation: Section Chief

II. Experiences with Technical Assistance
4. Technical assistance and training missions from the IMF’s Statistics Department to

China are listed in attached table. How would you describe the overall usefulness of these
missions to your agency? (Check one)

Very useful R
Mostly useful
Somewhat useful
Hardly useful o
5. Please provide your views on the following aspects of the technical assistance:
Q
2
& Comments
2 — 8 | (Please use
5 o | | B . .
g ° | 5| 3 additional page if
2 £ | 2 | A | needed)
Areas of technical assistance work responded to |
your priority need.
Recommendations of the mission(s) and time N
frame for implementation (e.g., Action Plan)
were discussed and agreed with the authorities.
The structure, length, and content of mission N
reports are appropriate for your needs.
Technical assistance mission(s) provided N
applied, hands-on training in areas being
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addressed.

Technical assistance facilitated your country’s N
participation in GDDS or subscription to SDDS.

Technical assistance facilitated your policy N
analysis, formulation, and monitoring.

Technical assistance facilitated the dissemination |
(publication) of more and better quality
statistics.

Technical assistance resulted in improved data N
dissemination practices.

Technical assistance facilitated regular data N
provision to IMF area departments.

Technical assistance facilitated regular data N
provision for publication in /F'S and other
publications.

Technical assistance facilitated national N
authorities’ coordination and interaction with
other donors.

6. Rank delivery mode that was most effective in meeting technical assistance needs:
Short (two week) mission/visit 2
Training/workshops 1
(at IMF headquarters
and Regional Centers)
Resident expert 3
Other 4

Part III. Additional Comments
(Please use additional page if needed)

7. If further technical assistance is needed, what are the goals to be achieved by future
technical assistance?

With the technical assistance from the IMF, we hope that the following goals can be
achieved:

(1) Make Chinese statisticians master the basic concepts and statistical principles of BOP
more comprehensively and more systematically.

(2) Enable the member states to know the latest changes, backgrounds and IMF’s plans of
Balance of payments statistics.

(3) Make recommendations of Statistical System for Recipient states.

(4) Enhance communication and strengthen contrast of bilateral data among the member
states.
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8. What criteria would you suggest to be used to assess progress toward the stated
goals?

We suggest to using the following two methods: Questionnaire survey and return visit
afterwards.

0. How will future technical assistance contribute to achieving the stated goals?

To achieving the stated goals, our suggestions are as follows:

(1) Organize training courses: This suggestion includes two forms: IMF appointing experts
to our country to hold courses or our statisticians going to academy of IMF or other
countries/regions to participate in trainings.

(2) Invite our statisticians to visit headquarter of IMF to do research of a certain topic or
project.

(3) Organize experts to visit each others or convene a seminar.
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